
PASSPORT

TO PASCHA

THE RESURRECTION

Having died on the cross, Jesus enters the realm of death. Because He 
is God, this pit cannot hold him. Shattering its doors, Binding death 
as a prisoner, and trampling on him, Jesus takes Adam and Eve by 
their wrists and brings them back to life, with Him.
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THE CRUCIFIXION

Jesus is taken outside of the city, where he is executed like a criminal. 
The place is called “Golgotha” which means “the place of the skull” 



THE BRIEF FORM
For small panel icons for personal/household use

After verifying that the icon properly conforms to the Orthodox Tradition, the priest or deacon places it on the 
east side of the altar before the celebration of a major service (Vespers, Matins, or the Divine Liturgy) so that it 
can be censed with the altar. After the service, the priest takes the icon out of the sanctuary and places it on an 

analogion, and wearing an epitrachelion, says the following prayer: 

PRIEST: O Christ our God, we give thanks to you for having permitted, by your holy Incarnation 
and by the hand of the iconographer (your servant/handmaiden N.), that (your likeness/the likeness 
of your Saint N.) should be represented on this icon and that (your name/the name of your Saint N.) 
should be written on it. By your Incarnation, you sanctified the matter of your body so that it 
might carry Divinity itself. Likewise, by accepting that (your pure image and your holy name/the 
image and name of your Saint N.) be represented and written in the matter of this icon, you have 
made it holy and a carrier of your grace. Therefore, by it, bless us all and through it, shower us with 
your love. We invoke your loving-kindness on those who ordered it, who painted it and on those 
who venerate it, for we know that by reproducing your image that carries your holy name and by 
venerating it, we proclaim the economy of your Incarnation. We honor (you/your Saint N.) in this 
icon, for the honor given to an image rises to the prototype. Glory to you, O Lord, glory to your 
condescension, and we give glory to you, O our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever 
and unto the ages of ages.

For unto you is due all glory, honor and worship, to Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, both now 
and forever and to the ages of ages.

CHOIR/PEOPLE: Amen.

After this prayer, the priest censes the icon, and the clergy and faithful venerate it, afterward it is returned to 
the person who presented it. If, on the other hand, the icon is for the church and is large in size, the service can 

be done in a solemn manner and in the presence of all. 

If it representes the Holy Trinity, i.e. of the Trinity/Hospitality of Abraham, the Holy Theophany, the Holy 
Transfiguration, or Pentecost (or, the Descent of the Holy Spirit), it is placed on properly covered table 
(tetrapod or proskynetarion) before the Beautiful Gate, and the service is conducted as on page 2 and 

following. 

If it is an icon of Christ (or one of His feasts), or The Mother of God (or one of her feasts) or of a Saint, the icon 
is placed in the midst of the Church, before the ambon. If it be an icon of Christ or His Feast,  proceed to pg. 7. 

If it be an icon of the Mother of God, one of her feasts, or of another Saint, proceed to page 12.

PALM SUNDAY

Jesus is welcomed into Jerusalem by a very large crowd, who 
proclaim him to be the Messiah. They shout “Hosannah in the 
Highest!” and lay palms before him, as though he were a king. 

THE MYSTICAL SUPPER

Jesus teaches his disciples about the Holy Eucharist, the new 
covenant between God and mankind. John, who loved Jesus, rests 
against His chest, while Judas hurries away to betray his friend.



THE BRIDEGROOM

Jesus taught us to be ready for Him to come to us at any time, and He 
used the image of a “bridegroom” to help us. Jesus comes to us, not 
dressed up for a wedding, but bound and mocked. 

THE ANOINTING

A woman who had sinned fell down in front of Jesus, and she 
washed his feet with her tears and her hair. She brought expensive 
annointing oils for his feet. She loved Him and wanted to show how 
much He meant to her. 


